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REGISTRATION PRGULATIONS IR THE GDR

- The follawing is the complete text of the Decree on Registration of Persons i
i* ° in the Gorman Democratic Republic. |
goction I
i All persens staying in the GDR {Garuman Democratic Republic), whether par-
; maueuily or temporarily, are required to register.
Sectiou 2
1. Registration will be carried out mt the competent local registration ;
stetion {Heldsstelle) or registration bureau (Moldeant) or the People's Police !
(Yolkapoligei). ;
) 2, The term "locally competent” applies to the reglstration station 4
} " loeality in vhich a person has taken up abode and is reguired to register, or ;
‘%o 'the registration bureau vhich has Jurisdiction over such locality.
Bection 3
; - 1. Parasvest residents of the GDR must have /one of/ the folloving identity i
i documents for registration purposes: ) .
i ) . . R
: o 8. The German identity document (Deutschs Perscualsusweis) for German . ;
| nationals. ' ‘
; b. The German identity document for stateless persons.,

Pt ¢. The residence permit (Aufenthaltserlaubnie) for aliess.
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2, Peruons with permsrent resldence outside the GBR must present the
identity documents vhich ere valid for their place of peiuanent rasidenca.

Section 4

1. On moving into livisg quarters, persons are obliged to maks a repoxt
of arrival (A.nmeldung) at the registration ctation within 3 days of avrival. I7
lae move wes mpde from anothar comrunity, a notaticn of the report of depariure
{Abmeldund) must sppear in the identity .documsunt.

2, If the living quarters occurled pricr to the meve are being retained,
special atienticn must be drawn to thig Tect upen registration

3. Living guarters, as §-’:fined in this decree, include every type of
housing facil:ty, including sleeplng accexmedations.

8ection ;

1. Pergons moving oui of their 1iving quarters must raport that fact to
their registration station within 3 days, together with their pev eddra8s or
fubure ploce of residence.

2. Report of departure will not be required if the cheuge of residence
is pade witnin the same community; in that cage, report of arrival at the nev
address, as outlined in varagraph 1, Section 4, will be sufficlent.

3. Reports of departure made by persoms who move out of thelr living
guarters and fail 4o report that fact will be registered officially vithin o
rericd of not more than 3 months.

L. Unier the avove-mensioned clrcumsiances, the individual's ideutity
document shall become invelid.

Baction 6

1. Persons moving from one address to smother must submit their identity
ducunents whan registering their arrival or departure. Children undapr 15 yenrs
of age must be registered by their legal guerdiens » and Incompetents by thedir
legal ropresentative. If the above -meutioned representatives are not regident
within the registration locale, the obligation to report to the registration )
etation devolves upon the lapdlcrd of the party or parties in question.

2. If the ipdividual subject to registration irimable %o appear in person,
he may authorize any member of his family who is 4in possessica of an identity to
Teport the departure and/or arrival on his behelf.

3. Vhen an entire family changes 1ts residence » any member of that farily
may ragister on behalf of the other members, previded he is 1in posmession of mn
1dentity document. EHe or she must 8180 present the irdividual identity documents
of the family members so ‘represented.

b, Im special cases, an individual who ig subject to registration may be

sumoned by the registration station for the purpose of supplying additional
informution or documents.
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Section 7

The regisiration station will enter the Getails of the raport of departure
and/or arrivel in the identity document of the percon requirved to register.

8gation 8

X L.- Individuals required tc report, in cddition to porcons moving into or
out of Mving querters, are:

8. Landlords, on behalf of oll their tenants.

b. Tenanis, oa bohalf of oli persons to vhom they sublesga living vusye
twers.,
. 2. Landloxde and tenants are required to cxamipe the identity document
of’ eack new tenant or cubtenant respeetively to ageertain that the arzivel
has been properiy recorded therein,

3. When a tepant or tibtenant moves out of hig quarters; tha lawndlord
or tepant, &3 the cace may be, is required to exanine that ipdividealrs
identity document to determine that the report of dsparture has been properly
recorded theretn,

%, Bhould inspection of tha identity document prove that the repory of
&rrivel or departure of persons required to register hes not besn carried out,
or in sase of refussl on the part of an individusl to havs nlis identity docu-
nent expmined, the landlord or tenant must report this fact to the registration
station within 2% hours of suzh a person's srrival or departura, )

5. If an administrotor has been apvoluted for real property, the owner'a
duty to report becomes incumbent upen him, ’

Bectlon §

1. VWhen visiting, for o period in excens of 3 days, friends or reintiven
in enother compunity whe &rs anot commercially engnged in renting lodginga, per-
zons registered within s commurity of the ODR urder the provisions of gection &
afs sudfoct to reporting their arrival or departure in the comzunity visited.

Ko certification of such report will be made by the police 5 1t will be considerei
8 informnl rxeport of arrival agd departure.

"2. If the duration of the visit exceeds 2 menths, registration becomes
obligstory in accordarce with the provisions of Section &4,

. Secﬁion 20

The lard Adwinistration (Landesbehosrde) of the Peogle's Police 16 authorized
to rule that:

l. ip certain communities-or Kreise the informal reports of arrivel and
depuzture be dispanzed vith, or that the 3-day deadline ba extended.

2, In certain communities or Kreise the deasdline for mandatory registration
- (Bection % sid 5) be reduced o 24 hours.
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Section 11
1. The fullowing peraons ave ezerpt from reglotration:

. ®. Allens in possession of & diplomstic tdentity document or an
identicy dozwuent for nondiplomatic personnel 4ssued by the GDR Ministry
for Foreign Affairs., -

L, Allens uasse passports bear the registration entry of the Protveoi
Zecticn of the COR Hinistry for Forelign Affairs,

2. Registration of Popai gn dalegations who have come o the @2 oy
invitation of the central edministration of a democratic organization shall
dzvolve upon the host organizatdon.

SBection 12

Other persons not required to vegleter ore individuals in penal institu-
tions, under acrest pending- investigation, unfer protective detention, or in
the custody of ias police. o

Bection 13

1. Proprietors of ‘commercial or nonprofit lodging establishments, such
as inng, hotels, tourist bomes, hosteln s Tecreatlon rooms, directors of schosls
conducted by edmipietrations, political parties, end democratic mmss organizations,
and heads of monagsteries » entablislments of religicus orders , bulldiags utilize2 '
Tor devotional exercises » 2ud homes mslntained by religious groups, ere required
to submit 4 the registration station, orn the special foras prescribed for that
pvEpose, #» certificate of regletration for 811 pecsons lodged by them, within .
24 hours after ‘the errivel of such persons. Sporis Eouth hoetels and hikers* '
shelters mainisined by the Germsn Sports Comzittee and 1ts Sponsoriag orguniza~ :
tione, FDJ (Pree Germsn Youth) cad FDBG (Pederation of Free German Trede Uasona)
ave exempied from the foregotng provisions. : :

2, The Lend Aduintstration of the People's Police mey ruie ihst the
cortificates of registration be held available for collection and that they
be submitted to the registration ctations at specitied times,

Bection 1k

1. Persons required to register under the provinions of Section 13 mvat
identity themselve® to the proprietor of the lodging establishment on the basis

of the identity docupents specified in Section 3. The registration certificate

nust be £illed out and signed personally by such individuals, The Information

given in the regietration certificate must be identicel with <hat contained in ’

the 1dentity document.

2. A separate regletration certificete must be fllleé sut for each person,
The uumber of children under 15 must be glven in the reglstration certiticetes
of their legal gn.\rdim

3. Aoy gusst who refuses to present his identity documents, or to £111

out and aigs the registration certificate, will not be quarterd. In such
event the Pedple’s Police must be notilied at once.
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Section 15
1. 7f sojowrn at any of the places 1isted in fection 13 exceeds 2
onths, the person quartered will then be required to regicter in accordance
' with the provisions of Beetion b and 5. i
2. The indlvidoeal furnishing living quarters will, in turn, be subject
to the rocgulations 1a Section 8.

Szetlon 16

1. The propricters of establisiments such as are listeq in Section i3 wre
regulred to matntaln o guest register in book Tom, giving the details con-
Teined in the registration certificate ard the date of departure. The
official stamp of the registration bureau mvst be affixed to the regietor befora
it 18 put into use.

2. Upon request, the guest register 15 to be made avallable to the
People's Police, sund ; bY order of the Lend Adainistration of the People's
Police, to other administrative offices. It 1e to be retained for a perics
of 5 years from tYe date of the iast entry.

Seetion 17

It event the proprietor camnot bereorally perform the obligetions listed
in Bections 13 to 16 inclusive, thece obligations become incwmbent upon tke i
hesd of the enterprise or his deputy; in the case of a Juridicel person, they ;
"become incumbent wpon his legal representative,

Baction 18

7

l1: 3In the case of individunl Kreige or communities, the luand Adwinfstrs-
tion of the People's Police eay rule that the provisions of Section 13 #£. onst
also be complied with by other persons who furnich lodgings to travelers, 4liens,

and vacationers,

2, The Land Adminietretion of tha People's Police may order thet in cer-
tain communities or Yreice which have especially heavy Sundsy and weckeond
traffic, persons fornishing lodgings {n accordance with Sections 13 and 17 peed
2ol submit certificates of registration for pereons lodged only from the night
before the Susdsy a» holiday until the morning after such dey. Such guests
will not be required to P£ill out a certificale of registration, provided their
arrivel and departure are entered on the guest register.

2ection 19 Y

. 1. The heeds of tbe sports and hikers: hostels of the (eruan Sports
Committes and 1ts sponsoring organizations are required to mainisin s guast
register containing the imformaticn detailed in Section 14, and also the date
of the guests’ departire.
2. In the case of hikers® groups having more then ten wenbers who belong
i to & democratic organization, and whose leader has & youth' leader idenmtity
S curd (Jugendsueweie), only the leader's persomnel data and: the mmber of partici-
; pants in his group need be entered in the gueat register.
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3. 'The guost regieter 18 to be twrned over to %hs Yzopleds r'olicd erd;
by order of the Land Administration of the Psople's ¥olice, to other adminlstra-
tive offices, and must be reteined for a perlod of 5 years from the dais of the

last entry.

Section 20

i. The dirccters of Lospitals; clinies, lylng-in hospitzls, sanstorivas »
nexdizel institutions, 6nd siullar esteblishnents ere required to regloter the
following categories of parszons without delay: .

8. Persons brought in with gunsioot or kpife wounds, or with injurics
cawred by blews or culs, or ia any other condition vhich ray he esswmed o hove
resulhed from panizhsble behevior. The type of injury or the comiition ar Tha

individunl 16 %o be Specified at the time of reglotration.

b. Pereons the circumstances of whoge wdginsion, av vhogse ovn otate-
'ments, indicate that they ore mentully diflcent, thet they have tried to evade
pundchaent through £light, or thet ¢hoy have escaped from places of confine-

mant.

. ¢, Persons. 'over 15 years of age who zre edmitted vithout & walid
identity dosvmont, . -

2, Reports concerning perwons in the cutegories listed in paragriph 1. ’
‘shove must be mpde cne registration fom forhospitals (Meldeackein fuer Krarken- . :

hteuzer), )

3. The dfrectors of iastitutlions iisted in paragraph 1 cbove are further.
reqpired, to meintain records on ell perzons, in beok, cord, or pad form. Thesa
Tecards must contaln accurate persanal data, as well ee the dated of dimittence
&nd dismissal. Buck records will be uede avsileblie to the reglotestion Atation
wor request. They vwill be retained for a period of 5 years from the date.of
the lzgt entry.

Baction 21

.~ 1, Bection 20 is ulso appiicable to directers of zental hospitals, aurs-
ing homes, day nurseries, reformstories, and sinmilar establishments. Y

2. 1In evert an individusl stays in any cf the institutions listed in
paragraph 1 sbove in excess of 2 months, the genernl registration reguleZions
st forth in Section 4 will apply, regardless of the age of the persons iu
Question. The &irector of the inotitution will be responsible for compliance

" with the regiatraticn requirements.

Bouiton 22

Persors vho are not registered in the DOR in accordunce with the provicicns
of Bection 'k, who have not teken up residence as described in Bection E or 13,
.but who move about from place to place, must report to the competent registra-
tion stetion imxedlately upon arrival, or, at the lateat, on the morming following
arrivel at each new place. They will present their identity document o the
registration station.
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